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fix by legislative enactment a minimum standard to
be exacted from elementary schools."

Some months later, in October 1872, the general
elections for the renewal of t lie Federal Assembly took
place. Fifty-six of the seventy-eight members who
had voted for the constitution rejected on the I2th
of Hay were re-elected, and twenty-seven of the thirty-
six members who had opposed it. Tins result was
not what one would have anticipated from the elec-
tors after the referendum of the 12th of May; but,
as a matter of fact, it was not that the electors had
changed their minds, but that the constituencies had
been skilfully gerrymandered. Although the party
of revision had gained only a show of success, they
did not fail to declare in speech and writing that the
electors had given them a vote of confidence.

When the Chambers reassembled in December,
seventy-four deputies of the National Council sup-
ported a motion by which the Federal Council was
invited to report and make proposals on the way in
which a revision of the Federal Constitution could
again be undertaken. The motion was adopted unani-
mously. The Federalists and Catholics themselves
desired revision, though only on condition that can-
tonal sovereignty was not seriously affected thereby.
The efforts of the Radicals were directed to breaking
up what they termed " the unnatural coalition of the
French Protestants and German Catholics." With
a view to bringing the former round to their anti-
clerical programme, they throw over certain provisions
and certain articles relating to the unification of the
law. For instance, there was an article (No. 55) in the